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Granted, many problems with our electoral
system can be solved through better proce-
dures and better enforcement of existing pro-
cedures, and do not require funding. But that
is not true of issues related to the security and
reliability of our voting equipment. That is why
my Voter Confidence and Increased Accessi-
bility Act (H.R. 811) authorizes $1 billion to
help states transition to voting systems that
provide a durable voter verified paper ballot
for every vote cast, and $100 million to reim-
burse states for conducting routine random
audits.

As the situation now stands, in November
2008, six entire states and various counties in
13 more and the District of Columbia will con-
duct their elections on voting systems that nei-
ther produce nor require the use of voter
verified paper ballots, and therefore will pro-
vide no means of conducting meaningful re-
counts or audits. In total, approximately 35
million voters will be casting votes that will be
completely unverifiable. That is more than ten
times the margin of victory in the last Presi-
dential race. In 2008, if the outcome of the
Presidential race hinges on Pennsylvania, or
Georgia, or Tennessee, or anyone of the other
unauditable jurisdictions, there will be nothing
tangible left that the voters themselves created
or verified; whatever they will have seen on
the touch screen on election day, it will be
gone forever and all that will remain is a soft-
ware translation that may or may not reflect
voter intent. And we will never know, unless
we have strong new legislation and adequate
funding.

As a country, we simply cannot afford to
have un-resolvable election problems in 2008.
Election anomalies can be corrected by fund-
ing measures to ensure that voting systems
produce durable paper ballots and that juris-
dictions conduct routine audits of those bal-
lots. Therefore, | commend the Financial Serv-
ices Committee for including $300 million in
HAVA funding, which may be used to meet
and improve upon HAVA’s requirement for
permanent paper records with a manual audit
capacity, in the Financial Services and Gen-
eral Government Appropriations Bill for Fiscal
Year 2008, and | urge my colleagues to sup-
port it.

Mr. REGULA. Mr. Chairman, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Chairman, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The CHAIRMAN. All time for general
debate has expired.

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Chairman, I
move that the Committee do now rise.

The motion was agreed to.

Accordingly, the Committee rose;
and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr. AN-
DREWS) having assumed the chair, Mr.
HASTINGS of Florida, Chairman of the
Committee of the Whole House on the
State of the Union, reported that that
Committee, having had under consider-
ation the bill (H.R. 2829) making appro-
priations for financial services and
general government for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2008, and for
other purposes, had come to no resolu-
tion thereon.
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PROVIDING FOR FURTHER CONSID-
ERATION OF H.R. 2829, FINAN-
CIAL SERVICES AND GENERAL
GOVERNMENT APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2008

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that, during fur-
ther consideration of H.R. 2829 in the
Committee of the Whole pursuant to
House Resolution 517, notwithstanding
clause 11 of rule XVIII, no further
amendments to the bill may be offered
except:

Pro forma amendments offered at
any point in the reading by the chair-
man or ranking minority member of
the Committee on Appropriations or
their designees for the purpose of de-
bate;

An amendment by Mr. STEARNS re-
garding currency manipulation;

An amendment by Ms. HOOLEY re-
garding funding for High Intensity
Drug Trafficking Areas;

An amendment by Mr. POE or Mr.
CUELLAR regarding funding for the Fed-
eral district courts;

An amendment by Mr. ToMm DAVIS of
Virginia regarding funding for District
of Columbia schools programs;

An amendment by Mr. KING of Iowa
reducing funding for election reform
programs;

An amendment by Mr. CARDOZA re-
garding funding for the General Serv-
ices Administration;

An amendment by Mr. CARDOZA re-
garding funding for the General Serv-
ices Administration;

An amendment by Mr. DEFAZIO re-
garding funding for the Selective Serv-
ice System;

An amendment by Mr.
striking section 738;

An amendment by Mr. BOOZMAN re-
garding High Intensity Drug Traf-
ficking Areas;

An amendment by Mr. BOSWELL re-
garding studies by the Office of Na-
tional Drug Control Policy;

An amendment by Mr. CONAWAY re-
garding wuse of reductions made
through amendment for deficit reduc-
tion;

An amendment by Mr. DEFAZIO re-
garding funding for the Selective Serv-
ice System;

An amendment by Mr. ELLSWORTH
prohibiting funds for certain contrac-
tors with tax debt;

An amendment by Mr. EMANUEL lim-
iting funds for the Vice President’s of-
fice;

An amendment by Mr. GARRETT of
New Jersey limiting funds to enforce
certain requirements under section 404
of the Sarbanes-Oxley Act;

An amendment by Mr. GOODE lim-
iting Federal funds for registration of
unmarried couples in the District of
Columbia;

An amendment by Mr. HULSHOF re-
garding funding for High Intensity
Drug Trafficking Areas;

An amendment by Mr. JORDAN of
Ohio reducing funds in the bill by 8.9
percent, which shall be debatable for 30
minutes;
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An amendment by Mr. KINGSTON lim-
iting funds for contracts to entities
that do not participate in a basic pilot
program related to illegal immigra-
tion;

An amendment by Mr. LUCAS lim-
iting funds to seize coins made or
issued by the U.S. Government prior to
1933;

An amendment by Mr. MORAN of Kan-
sas limiting funds to enforce certain
regulations related to exports to Cuba;

An amendment by Mr. MILLER of
North Carolina regarding Executive
Order 13422;

An amendment by Mrs. MUSGRAVE re-
ducing funds in the bill by 0.5 percent,
which shall be debatable for 30 min-
utes;

An amendment by Mr. NEUGEBAUER
limiting funds for the Federal Election
Commission regarding certain certifi-
cations for the Presidential Election
Campaign Fund;

An amendment by Mr. NEUGEBAUER
limiting the collection and distribution
of funds from the Presidential Election
Campaign Fund;

An amendment by Mr. PENCE lim-
iting funds to implement the Fairness
Doctrine, which shall be debatable for
40 minutes;

An amendment by Mr. PRICE of Geor-
gia reducing funds in the bill by 1 per-
cent, which shall be debatable for 30
minutes;

An amendment by Mr. SOUDER
iting funds for needle exchange
grams in the District of Columbia;

An amendment by Mr. SOUDER lim-
iting funds for certain entities in the
District of Columbia;

An amendment by Mr. STEARNS lim-
iting funds for the IRS ‘““Where’s My
Refund” program;

An amendment by Mr. UPTON regard-
ing use of Energy Star certified light
bulbs;

An amendment by Mr. WICKER lim-
iting the use of funds to implement
section 5112 of title 31, United States
Code;

An amendment by Mr. WOLF regard-
ing establishment and funding for a
budget and entitlement reform com-
mission;

An amendment by Mr. FLAKE lim-
iting funds for a project of the Bar-
racks Row Main Street;

An amendment by Mr. FLAKE lim-
iting funds for the Fairplex Trade and
Conference Center in Pomona, Cali-
fornia;

An amendment by Mr. FLAKE lim-
iting funds for the Grace Johnstown
Area Regional Industries Incubator and
Workforce Development program;

An amendment by Mr. FLAKE lim-
iting funds for the Mitchell County De-
velopment Foundation, Inc. for the
Home of the Perfect Christmas Tree
project;

An amendment by Mr. FLAKE lim-
iting funds for the Oil Region Alliance
of Business, Industry and Tourism;

An amendment by Mr. FLAKE lim-
iting funds for the San Francisco Plan-
ning and Urban Research Association,
SPUR Urban Center;

lim-
pro-



